Sunday, March 4, 2012
Second Sunday in Lent

FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
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A Reading from Genesis

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appear@bram, and said to him, "l am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blamele&and | will make my covenant between me and you, and
will make you exceedingly numerous’Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to hit#\s for me,
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancester multitude of nations:No longer shall your
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; faré imade you the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. ¢l will make you exceedingly fruitful; and | will makeations of you, and kings shall come
from you. ’I will establish my covenant between me and you, andl géspring after you throughout
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, tGaeé to you and to your offspring after yotiGod
said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you shall calt her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her naffie.
will bless her, and moreover | will give you a son by. hevill bless her, and she shall give rise to
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her."

Word of God, word of life.
Amen

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25
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A reading from Romans

BFor the promise that he would inherit the world did notedanAbraham or to his descendants through
the law but through the righteousness of faith.it is the adherents of the law who are to behées,
faith is null and the promise is voidFor the law brings wrath; but where there is no lasther is

there violation.*For this reason it depends on faith, in order that tbmjge may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherfehtslaw but also to those who share the
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of u&s it is written, "I have made you the father of many
nations") — in the presence of the God in whom he wediewho gives life to the dead and calls into
existence the things that do not exi8Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become "the
father of many nations," according to what was s&d, riumerous shall your descendants B&le did
not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, whiahalready as good as dead (for he was
about a hundred years old), or when he considered trenbass of Sarah's womBNo distrust made
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew sirohg faith as he gave glory to God,
Zheing fully convinced that God was able to do what he hadhipeal. #Therefore his faith "was
reckoned to him as righteousnes¥Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," were written for his
sake alonebut for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believiim who raised Jesus our Lord
from the dead*who was handed over to death for our trespasses andiseg for our justification.

Word of God, word of life
Amen



